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Reconstruction of the South
When the Civil War ended in 1865, many questions arose about the political and physical rebuilding of the eleven southern states that had attempted to leave the Union in 1861.  During the next three year, the country was convulsed in conflict about Reconstruction.  The most contentious issue of the era was the future of the former slaves.  The overriding theme of this struggle was whether President Andrew Johnson or the Radical Republicans would decide the fate of the defeated South and freed people.
 
The political battle became so heated that, in 1868, President Johnson was impeached.  Although the radical Republicans in Congress could not convict him, they gained control of Reconstruction and attempted to revolutionize many of the social and political relationships in the United States.
 
The chart on the following page offers a concise summary of the major issues and elements of the competing Reconstruction plans.  As you study the chart, think about how the plans would appeal to the following groups: freedmen, southern planters, northern Democrats, poor southern whites, moderate northern Republicans, abolitionists, western farmers, and northern factory workers.
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Presidential Reconstruction under Lincoln - 10% Plan — Dec. 3, 1863

Background Plan Reactions
Lincoln had already stated | U.S. When a state had a number that equaled | Congress assumed
that any Southerner who 10% of the voting total in 1860 take this oatl Reconstruction was a

took an oath to the
Constitution could become
citizens of the

could set up a state government.

According to Lincoln's Plan state governments
hadto:

#1be a representative, republican government.
#2 recognize the free status of former slaves
and other Blacks

#3 provide Blacks with an education (plan did
not require a state to give Blacks the right to
vote)

By Jan 1864 — Tennessee, Louisiana and
Arkansas had met the requirements and
appliedto be readmitted

Congressional power — not
an executive one — they set
up their own plan.
Congress also believed:
South should be punished
Should have to pay for the
war

Ex-confederate military
leaders and political
leaders should not emerge
asthe new Southern
leadership
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Whowas in | PresidentAbraham Lincoln Thaddeus Stevens.
charge?
President Andrewlohnson Charles Sumner
Dates ‘April-December 1865 18661677
Had the South | No; executive branch believed t | Yes; the southern states had Ieft the
leftthe neededtorestore the states to Union, were conqueredterritories,
Union? their proper relationship with the | and should be treated accordingly
Union
‘Acts/Action | Proclamation of Amnesty and CivilRights Act1855
Reconstruction 1863, 1865 Renewed, expanded
Freedmen's Bureau
Vetoed Wade Davis bill 1864 Fourteenth Amendment 1868
Pardoned most ex-Confederates | Reconstruction Acts 1867-1868
Thirteenth Amendment 1865 Tenure of Office Act 1867
Fifteenth amendment 1870
Force Acts 1870-1871
Civil Rights Acts 1875
Elementsof | South must South must
Plans. Renounce secession Ratify Thirteenth, Fourteenth,
Ratify Thirteenth Amendment and Fifteenth Amendments
10%of voters from 1850 must accept black citizenship
swear allegiance to Union acceptblack men voting
Confederate officers, offcials, PUt20,000 troops in South
wealthy must make special Confederate officials, officers, soldiers
requestfor pardon couldnotvote
CivilRights Actof 1875 provided for
socialintegration
Aidfor None provided; up to the individual | Created Freedmen’s Bureau,
Freedmen | statesto decide how and towhat | providing welfare and education to

extentnewly freedslaves would be
helped

formerslaves
Provided troops to protect black
voting rights

No permanent and distribution,
which gave rise to sharecroppingand
tenant farming





