
Chapter 15  

Reconstruction, 1863-1877 



LINCOLN PROPOSED HIS PLAN IN 1863: HE OFFERED A PARDON TO ALL SUPPORTERS OF 

THE CONFEDERACY IF THEY SWORE ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNION AND PLEDGED TO 

ACCEPT THE END OF SLAVERY; WHEN 10% OF THE MEN ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN 1860 DID 

THIS THE STATE QUALIFIED FOR REENTRY INTO THE UNION; NEW STATE CONSTITUTIONS 

HAD TO OUTLAW SLAVERY; NO PROTECTION FOR FREED AFRICAN AMERICANS 

JOHNSON PROPOSED HIS PLAN AFTER LINCOLN WAS ASSASSINATED AND HE ASCENDED 

TO THE PRESIDENCY: AMNESTY TO WHITES WHO SIGNED LOYALTY OATHS; STATES MUST 

ABOLISH SLAVERY; STATES MUST PAY WAR DEBTS; NO ROLE FOR FREED BLACKS; NO 

VOTE FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS 

RADICAL REPUBLICANS IN 

CONGRESS PROPOSED THEIR 

PLAN: EQUAL RIGHTS FOR 

FREED AFRICAN AMERICANS; 

MILITARY OCCUPATION OF 

THE SOUTH TO OVERSEE 

CHANGES; VOTING RIGHTS 

FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN 

MALES; 13
TH

, 14
TH

, 15
TH

 

AMENDMENTS 

THREE PLANS FOR RECONSTRUCTION 

The Black codes were passed for two main purposes: 

1. To control and inhibit the freedom of ex-

slaves.  These laws controlled almost all aspects 

of life for African Americans and prohibited them 

from exercising their freedoms that had been won 

in the Civil War.   

2. White Southerners needed a stable labor force 

since slavery was abolished. Although the codes 

differed from state to state, there were some 

common provisions: 

 Blacks were required to enter into annual 

labor contracts, with penalties if they tried to 

quit early.  

 Dependent children were forced into 

compulsory apprenticeships, and the use of 

corporal punishments by “masters” was 

sanctioned.  

 Unemployed blacks and “vagrants” could be 

sold into private service if they could not pay 

designated fines.  

Johnson’s soft approach did 

not include oversight in the 

South, which led to the 

passage of a series of racist 

laws known as the Black 

Codes. 



The Freedmen’s Bureau was assigned the following tasks: To aid refugees and 

freedmen by  

furnishing food, giving medical care, establishing schools, supervising labor 

contracts, managing abandoned and confiscated land, arbitrating in court 

disputes between freedmen 

President Johnson was against the Bureau and twice Congress had to override 

his vetoes to keep it functioning. Most Southerners hated the Bureau, seeing it 

as a “foreign government” forced on them by the North’s military. 

By 1869, Congress had ended all the Freedmen’s Bureau's work except for 

education, which ended in 1870. 



In the fall elections of 1866, Republicans won majorities in every northern 

legislature and a two-thirds majority in both houses of Congress, assuring the 

party enough votes to override any presidential veto.  

Thaddeus 

Stevens 

Salmon 

B. 

Chase 

When Congress convened in December of 1865, President Johnson claimed Reconstruction 

was over.  

Radical Republicans disagreed and fought to deny newly-elected Southern members, most 

of whom were former Confederate officers, their seats in congress.  

A joint committee on reconstruction proposed the Civil Rights Act of 1866, which gave 

African Americans equal rights under the law nationwide, and an extension of the 

Freedmen’s Bureau Act.  

President Johnson vetoed both laws, which created a showdown between the president 

and Congress.  

For the first time in history the congress overrode the president's veto on major legislation.    

SENATOR 

CHARLES 

SUMNER 



Radical 

Reconstruction Began 

This act divided the former Confederate 

states into five military districts under 

the supervision of army generals and 

subject to martial laws. 

Each Southern state had to ratify the 

14
th

 Amendment. 

Each state had to adopt a new 

constitution disqualifying former 

Confederate officials from holding 

public office. 

Each state had to guarantee black men 

the right to vote. 



The impeachment of President 

Johnson 

March 1867 Congress passed the 

Tenure of Office act over Johnson’s 

veto.  This act restricted 

presidential power. 

August 1867 Johnson fired 

Secretary of State Edwin Stanton, 

deliberately violating the Tenure of 

Office Act. 

February 1868 the House voted to 

impeach Johnson on a 126-47 vote. 

In May the Senate rejected the 

removal of Johnson, acquitting him 

by a single vote.  

Edwin M. 

Stanton 
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Black Friday Scandal (1869)          

James Fisk and Jay Gould, railroad and Wall street speculators, tried to corner 

the gold market due to their belief that the government would pay back the 

credit extended during the Civil War in gold. Fisk and Gould bribed Grant’s 

brother-in-law who encouraged an appointment to the Treasury who would alert 

Fisk and Gould when the government was selling gold so they could profit. 

Grant learned of the scheme and was able to sell enough gold to prevent a 

major financial disaster for the government. 

 

Credit Mobilier Scandal (1872)  

Major stockholders in the Union Pacific Railroad formed a company, the Credit 

Mobilier of America, and gave it contracts to build the railroad. They sold or 

gave shares in this construction to influential congressmen. It was a lucrative 

deal for the congressmen, because they helped themselves by approving federal 

subsidies for the cost of railroad construction without paying much attention to 

expenses, enabling railroad builders to make huge profits. 

 

Whiskey Ring Scandal (1875)  

Benjamin H. Bristow, Grant’s third secretary of the Treasury, found a group of 

distillers falsifying reports. They cheated the government out of millions in tax 

dollars. It was then discovered that many of Grant's appointees were also 

involved in the scandal. Included in these appointees was Grant's personal 

secretary, Orville E. Babcock.  

Major scandals during Grant’s two terms as president 



Redeemer Governments 

Starting in 1869, “redeemer” Democrat (party) 

governments were elected across the South.  

These governments were characterized as being 

white-only, opposed to racial equality, and made 

up of many former Confederate supporters. They 

replaced the Republican state governments set 

up under congressional reconstruction. 

Redeemer state governments essentially meant 

that Reconstruction was over in that state and 

ex-slaves could not count on the federal 

government for protection. 
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Sharecropping replaced slavery 

Slavery was abolished, but former 

slave owners still owned the land.  

 

A new system of labor developed: 

sharecropping.  

 

The former slave provided the labor 

in exchange for a share of the crop.  

 

The landowner usually provided 

seed, fertilizer and tools, and 

extended credit to the sharecropper, 

to be repaid when the crop was sold. 

 

Originally designed to employ ex-

slaves, the sharecropping system 

came to include poor whites as well, 

and dominated southern agriculture 

until mechanization in the 20
th

 

century made a large agricultural 

workforce unnecessary.  
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In 1880 few black agricultural 

workers owned their own land. 

Most were dependent on whites 

for their income. 



The KKK was one of many white supremacist 

organizations.  

 

Other racist groups that sprang up after the Civil War 

were the White Brotherhood, the Men of Justice, the 

Constitutional Union Guards and the Knights of the 

White Camellia.  

 

Their main objective was to stop black people from 

voting and exercising their newly won civil rights. 

  

Members wore white robes with hoods to hide their 

faces.  

 

Playing on the idea that African Americans were 

superstitious, Klan members sometimes claimed to be 

ghosts of dead Confederate soldiers.  

 

Using terror tactics, they came out at night in white 

robes carrying fiery torches. 

  

Klan members beat and murdered people whom they 

opposed.  

Hanging by the neck from a tree was a common method 

of lynching opponents.  

The first Grand 

Wizard of the KKK 

was former 

Confederate General 

Nathan Bedford 

Forrest.  



Northern interest in Reconstruction began to decline as the years 

passed. 

Northerners were tired of Reconstruction. 

In the early days of Reconstruction people believed they were 

performing a constructive activity. 

This changed when Northerners realized that white Southerners would 

never change without many more years of expensive Reconstruction 

effort. 

Northerners were also unhappy that the U.S. Army still had to occupy 

parts of the South.  

The economic depression of 1873 limited funds available for the 

Reconstruction effort. The North thought it could no longer afford the 

costs of Reconstruction. 

By 1876 only three states were still under Republicans.  All the other 

states were back under “home rule” of Southern white conservatives. 

The North's attention was focused on other issues and Reconstruction 

was moved to the “back burner.” 
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The Great Panic of 1873 

Began in September 1873 when 

the important Philadelphia 

banking firm of Jay Cooke & 

Company declared bankruptcy. 

 

Jay Cooke’s company helped 

the Union cause during the Civil 

War by marketing federal bonds 

to finance the war. After the 

war the company became the 

government's agent in 

financing railroad construction.  

 

The collapse of the company 

set off a chain reaction of 

bankruptcies and 

unemployment. 

The New York Stock 

Exchange closed for 10 days 

in reaction to the economic 

disaster as the prices of 

stocks rapidly declined. 

 

Almost 25% of the nation’s 

railroads went bankrupt. 

 

18,000 businesses failed 

between 1873 and 1875. 

 

By 1877 estimates of the 

unemployed ranged from 

14% to 24%. 



Tilden won the popular vote, but lacked 

one electoral vote to earn a majority in 

the electoral college. 

There were 22 disputed electoral votes 

from the states of Florida, Louisiana, 

South Carolina, and Oregon.  

Each state sent two sets of election 

returns.  

Republicans made deals with Southern 

Democrats which gave Hayes the 

presidency.  

The Southern politicians gave their 

support to Hayes in return for his 

promise to pull all the remaining troops 

out of the former Confederate states.  

The South also wanted the appointment 

of at least one Southerner to Hayes's 

cabinet and support for Southern 

railroad construction.  

The Compromise of 1877 is often called 

the deal that ended Reconstruction.  

Compromise of 1877 



The white “redeemer” governments that came to power after Reconstruction 

immediately acted to eliminate any African American political power. One of the 

first actions was gerrymandering voting districts to reduce black voting 

strength and minimize the number of black elected officials. 

Poll taxes 

Literacy tests 

“Grandfather clauses” 

Suppressive election procedures 

Black codes and enforced 

segregation 

Gerrymandering 

White-only primaries 

Physical intimidation and violence 

Restrictive eligibility requirements 

Rewriting of state constitutions 


