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A crisis developed as the new Southern/Confederate 

government seized federal forts and installations located in 

seceding states.  

Fort Sumter, located in the harbor of Charleston, South 

Carolina, was the major focus as Lincoln refused to surrender 

it. 

Fort Sumter before the 

crisis. 

Fort Sumter today 
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The North mobilized the military 

At the time of the war, the 

northern army only had about 

16,000 men. 

  

Lincoln called for the states to 

provide 75,000 militia troops.  

 

Many joined to collect bounties, a 

bonus for joining the military.  

 

Not enough volunteers joined the 

military, forcing Congress to pass 

the Enrollment Act in March of 

1863, the first draft in U.S. history. 

Veterans were 

paid bounties of 

$400 to re-enlist, 

while new recruits 

were paid $300.  

$300 in 2005=$4,500 
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Confederate States of America 

(CSA) 

Southern states seceded after 

Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteer 

soldiers to put down the rebellion 

of the breakaway states.  

A bloody four year conflict began 

that would take the lives of 

600,000 Americans and devastate 

the South. 
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Missouri 

Kentucky  

Delaware 

Maryland  

Border states allowed 

slavery, but were kept in 

the Union. 

 

They were necessary for 

Union to hold at all costs 

because the North 

needed: 

– To keep their economic 

resources 

– To keep their 

manpower for the 

Union war effort 

Significance of the border states 
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Northern strategy to win the war: 

“Boa Constrictor” or “Anaconda” 

Named for the snake that squeezes its prey to 

death, the strategy was designed to strangle the 

South. 

 

Devised by General Winfield Scott here are the 

major elements: 

 

Capture the Confederate capital city of 

Richmond and the rest of Virginia 

 

Invade Tennessee to move into the south 

 

Strike along the Mississippi River to split the 

Confederacy  

 

Blockade all southern ports to prevent imports 

Southern 

Strategy 

The south desperately needed 

support from foreign 

governments to succeed in the 

war because they lacked the 

resources necessary to win.  

 

They believed that Europe’s 

dependency on Southern cotton 

would gain their support. 

 

Their strategy was the fight a 

defensive war and only attack 

when victory seemed likely.  

 

The two major offensives by the 

south at Antietam and 

Gettysburg both ended in 

failures. 
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Dissenters 

A dissenter is someone who 

disagrees.  

Every wartime President has 

dealt with dissenters.  

Although Lincoln respected 

civil liberties, he had to deal 

with sedition (speech that 

advocates revolution against 

government). Lincoln took the 

following steps to deal with 

dissenters:  

Sent troops to stop protests 

or riots 

Suspended habeas corpus (a 

citizen’s constitutional right 

to having formal charges 

brought up against him in a 

court of law) 

Seized telegraph offices 

The Supreme Court ruled that 

Lincoln went beyond his 

Constitutional authority.  He 

ignored the ruling. 

Lincoln and the Copperheads 

Lincoln’s major political opposition came from 

the Copperheads or Peace Democrats.  

 

They were Northern Democrats who 

sympathized with the South. 

 

The most famous Copperhead was 

Congressman Clement Vallandigham of Ohio 

who encouraged soldiers to desert and 

supported an armistice.  

 

He was eventually banished to the South after 

a military trial. 

 

Jefferson Davis in the south also dealt severe 

penalties to northern sympathizers. 
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The Trent Affair, 1861 

The British steamer, the Trent, 

was stopped by a Union ship off 

the coast of Cuba.  

 

On board were two  Confederate 

envoys, who were arrested and 

returned to the U.S.  

 

Britain viewed it as an act of 

war, mobilized forces in Canada, 

and threatened war.  

 

Lincoln released them to avoid 

war with Britain. 

James 

M. 

Mason 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John 

Slidell 
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Many prominent northerners, 

like Douglass and Greeley, 

began to call for abolition of 

slavery. 

Lincoln resisted because he 

feared the border states 

would secede. 

Seward suggested to wait for 

a battle victory before 

announcing Emancipation 

Proclamation. 

Abolitionists pushed Lincoln to free the slaves  

Frederick 

Douglass Horace Greeley 

President 

Lincoln 

Secretary 

of State 

William H. 

Seward  
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The Battle at Antietam 

provided the victory 

Lincoln hoped for, 

September 1862 

Nine times more Americans died at 

Antietam than in the D-Day 

invasion, the bloodiest single day 

of World War II. 

  

This single day’s battle included 

more casualties than the entire 

Revolutionary War, War of 1812, 

and Spanish-American War 

combined. 
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1. “Union in the North” The Proclamation gave the North another 

“cause” to fight for, something more than Lincoln’s original goal of 

preserving the Union. 

2. “Disunion in the South” As slaves heard about Lincoln’s action, many 

deserted their plantations when the Union army drew nearer, which 

hurt the Southern economy and forced some men to remain at home 

rather than fight.   

3. “Kept Britain out of the war”  The British made several gestures to 

the Confederacy, to get Southern cotton growers to sell them the 

fiber for their textile mills.  However, since Britain had recently 

abolished slavery in the whole of the British Empire it was 

impossible to support a people whose constitution protected 

slavery.  

3 major immediate effects of the Emancipation Proclamation 

Antietam gave Lincoln the victory he needed to announce the 

Emancipation Proclamation.  

On September 22, 1862 he made the announcement that it 

would take effect January 1, 1863.  
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The First Conscription Act, March 

1863:            

The Union army needed more 

enlistees 

Under the law all men 

between the ages of 20 

and 45 were eligible to 

be called for military 

service.  

 

However since service 

could be avoided by 

paying a fee or finding a 

substitute it was seen as 

unfair to the poor, and 

riots occurred in New 

York City.  

The “substitute” 

system 

Northern men could hire 

someone to take their place in 

military service for $300. 

Substitutions were legal under 

the Enrollment Act of 1863. 

Substitution rate eventually 

raised to $400. 

Confederate law also allowed 

for substitutes and exemptions 

for planters with more than 20 

slaves. 

Draft riots in New York targeted 

those thought to be able to 

afford substitutes as well as 

blacks. 

“A rich man’s war…but a poor 

man’s fight” 
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Battle at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

July 1-3, 1863 

The Confederates had a string of 

victories and believed a second 

invasion  of the north would be 

more successful than Antietam.  

The two armies met at the 

crossroads town of Gettysburg.   

The Union position on Day 1 at 

Gettysburg was saved by Union 

Cavalry commander John Buford 

who kept the Confederate forces 

west of town until the bulk of 

supporting forces could assemble in 

town. 

 Union soldiers retreated and 

occupied strong positions east and 

south of the town. 

Battle at 

Gettysburg 

statistics 
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President Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural address, March 4, 1865.   

The 13th Amendment was proposed in January. Ratification was completed in 

December of 1865. 
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•Confederate officers could 

keep their side arms and 

personal possessions 

•Officers and men who 

claimed to own their horses 

could keep them 

•Each officer and man was 

allowed to return to their 

home, “not to be disturbed 

by the United States 

authorities”. 

•Grant also offered Lee 

25,000 food rations for 

Confederate soldiers 

After the 

surrender 

Lee rode 

off on his 

horse 

Traveller 

General Lee surrendered to General Grant in the 

town of Appomattox Court House, April 9, 1865 
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April 14, 1865 

Although John Wilkes Booth had originally planned on kidnapping the president, 

he believed that the assassination would cause the south to re-start the war 

effort. 

After being told that President Lincoln and General Grant planned to attend a 

performance of “Our American Cousin” at Ford’s Theater, Booth got his co-

conspirators together to carry out the plan, including the murders of Secretary 

of State Seward, Vice President Johnson, and Booth would assassinate Lincoln 

personally. 

Booth used this .44 caliber 

derringer to shoot President 

Lincoln on April 14, 1865.  After 

Lincoln’s death, the bullet was 

removed from the President’s 

brain and is now on display (along 

with fragments of Lincoln’s skull) 

at the National Museum of Health 

and Medicine.  The dagger is the 

one Booth used to slash Major 

Rathbone as he fled the theater 

box. 
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Doctors were able to detect a faint pulse and shallow respiration in the stricken 

president while still at Ford’s Theater.  

Fearful that Lincoln would not survive the trip back to the White House, he was 

carried to the Peterson Boardinghouse across the street from Ford’s.  

For nearly 12 hours, Lincoln clung to life.  Mary Todd Lincoln wept so 

uncontrollably that she had to be removed from the room. During this time, 

doctors were able to relieve some of the pressure on Lincoln’s brain by 

removing blood clots from the entry wound.  

President Lincoln died on April 15, 1865  

Vice-President Andrew Johnson assumed the presidency. 
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Conspirators  

Several of the convicted 

conspirators in the Lincoln 

assassination were hanged in the 

courtyard of the Old Arsenal 

Building in Washington D.C., on July 

7, 1865.   

 

Mrs. Mary Surratt can be seen at 

the left of the gallows.   

 

Also hanged were Powell, Herrold, 

and Atzerodt. 
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Land grant colleges were centers of research 

in scientific farming 

Department of Agriculture created in 1862 
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Homestead Act of 1862  

It promised 160 acres of free 

land (equivalent to .25 square 

mile) to heads of families who 

were American citizens or 

intended to become citizens. 

The settlers were required to 

improve the land by building a 

dwelling and farming for 5 

years, after which they 

officially became owners. 

Problems associated with the 

Homestead Act 

Intended to give poorer 

families a chance at success 

However, it was very 

expensive to move west and 

buy all of the necessary 

equipment  

Law was written ambiguously 

and allowed widespread fraud 

and abuse 

Many claims were taken up by 

land speculators, cattlemen, 

miners, lumbermen, and 

railroads   

Transcontinental railroad 

The secession of the southern states in 1861 cleared 

the way for construction to begin in the North.  

 

During the Civil War, Congress approved a northern 

route to connect Omaha, NE, with Sacramento, CA. 

 

The lines were to be built by the Central Pacific in 

California and the Union Pacific from the Missouri River 

west.  

Pacific Railway Acts 

In 1862 and 1864 the federal government 

passed the Pacific Railway Acts.  

These two acts allowed the government to 

make grants of public land to private 

corporations for the construction of a 

transcontinental railroad.  

The grants stipulated that for every mile of 

track laid, the government would give private 

railroad corporations 20 sections of public land 

(12,800 acres).  

In addition to the land grants, the government 

guaranteed a payment of $48,000 for every mile 

of track built in mountainous terrain and 

promised low-interest loans.  


