
Chapter 12 
Territorial And Economic Expansion, 

1830-1860 



Manifest Destiny was the belief the U.S. had a God given mission to spread its 

civilization by conquest to the entire western hemisphere no matter who it 

harmed. 

Technological innovations like the telegraph, steamship and railroad could link 

distant places like Oregon and California that had once seemed remote.  

A belief that democracy must continue to grow in order to survive.  

A desire to expand the benefits of American civilization. 

Southerners were anxious to acquire new lands for additional slave states. 

A need to develop new markets made the acquisition of pacific ports a priority. 

Fear that Great Britain would try and block American annexation of Texas and 

might expand her own holdings in North America. 



American settlers in Texas 

Stephen Austin was granted 

permission to settle 

Americans in Texas.   

Other Americans, known as 

empresarios (contractors) 

were also given large land 

grants.   

The number of Americans in 

Texas grew from 300 in 

1823 to 50,000 in 1836 far 

outnumbering Mexican 

Texans or Tejanos.   

Americans in to Texas were supposed to: 

1. Become Mexican citizens 

2. Become Catholic 

3. Not bring slaves into Texas 

THEY DID 

NONE OF 

THESE 

When Mexico won its 

independence from Spain 

in 1821 Mexicans 

welcomed U.S. settlers.   

Conflict in Texas 

Because Americans violated Mexican laws, 

they banned American immigration in 1830. 

Mexico also placed heavy tariffs on American 

goods.  

In 1834 General Antonio Lopez de Santa Ana 

became dictator and abolished the Mexican 

1824 constitution.  

Americans and Tejanos (Mexican Texans) were 

upset the constitutional guarantees of local 

self-rule were abolished with the constitution, 

as well as the abolition of slavery. Many 

Americans relied upon slave labor and opposed 

Santa Ana’s strict abolitionist stance.  

Fighting broke out between the Mexican army 

and Texans, both Americans and some Tejanos, 

signaling the start of the Texas revolution for 

independence. 



Fighting lasted from 

February 23-March 6, 

1836 at the Alamo in 

San Antonio, an old 

Spanish mission.  

The revolutionaries 

forced the Mexican 

troops in San Antonio 

to surrender and 

occupied the Alamo.  

When General Santa 

Ana arrived, the 13 

day battle pitted few 

revolutionaries 

against the army of 

Mexico. Although the 

Mexicans ultimately 

won the battle, the 

revolutionaries were 

able to win the war.  

The Battle of the 

Alamo  

Within a month of Santa Ana’s victory at the Alamo his 

army was destroyed at the Battle of San Jacinto.  

He was captured and forced to grant Texas 

independence from Mexico.   

Although later Santa Ana renounced the agreement 

Texas was never again seriously threatened by 

invasion. 

The Texans expected 

the U.S. to annex them 

as a new slave state. If 

Texas was annexed as 

a slave state, the ratio 

of free to slave states 

would tilt in favor of 

slavery.  

Congress was also 

worried about starting 

a war with Mexico.  

As a result, Congress 

recognized Texas as a 

nation but did not 

annex it until 1845.  



Election of 1844 

Polk supported the annexation of 

Texas as did a majority of the 

voters.  

He became one of the strongest 

and most successful presidents 

of the 19th century.  

Vowed to serve only one term  

At 49, youngest president at 

that time 

Listed four goals for his 

presidency 

The first goal was the re-

establishment of the 

Independent Treasury System 

Second, tariff reductions 

Third, he wanted to settle the 

Oregon boundary dispute with 

Great Britain 

Fourth, he wanted to purchase 

California from Mexico   



  

The Independent Treasury Act was passed in 1840.  This 

law removed the federal government from involvement 

with the nation's banking system by establishing federal 

depositories for public funds instead of keeping the 

money in national, state, or private banks.  

The act was an attempt to remedy the disorganization 

caused by President Jackson’s veto of the B.U.S. 

recharter bill in 1832. 

The Whigs hoped the 1840 law would establish their new 

national bank proposal.  President Tyler refused and there 

was no organized federal financial plan until Polk became 

president. 

In 1846 Polk pushed through a new independent Treasury 

Act nearly identical to that of 1841. This act remained 

substantially unchanged until passage of the Federal 

Reserve Act in 1913.  

Re-establishment of the Independent Treasury System 



In 1846 Polk and his 

Secretary of the 

Treasury, Robert Walker, 

convinced Congress to 

pass the Walker tariff.  

This tariff reduced rates 

to the minimum revenue 

required to finance the 

federal government.  

The tariff did not provide 

protection for American 

manufacturers.  

Britain also passed tariff 

reductions and trade 

between the two nations 

increased. 

Tariff Reduction 



President Polk wanted control of the Oregon Territory 

and was willing to go to war with Britain. “54º40' or 

fight” was his position. The Oregon dispute was settled 

peacefully on the 49° in the Treaty of Oregon in 1846. 

What the U.S. 

wanted 

What the U.S. and 

Britain agreed on 

What Britain 

wanted 
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Despite having signed a treaty, Mexico never 

really accepted Texas as an independent 

nation.  

  

Mexican-U.S. relations reached a breaking point 

when the U.S. annexed Texas in 1845.  

 

President Polk sent an envoy, James Slidell, to 

seek a peaceful resolution. However, Mexican 

president Mariano Paredes ordered Slidell out 

of Mexico and threatened to declare war.   

 

President Polk ordered troops to the border. All 

it would take was one incident to start a war.  

 

On April 25, 1846, a unit commanded by Captain 

Seth Thornton was ambushed by Mexican 

soldiers and suffered casualties.  

James 

Slidell 

President 

Polk 

deeply 

believed in 

Manifest 

Destiny 

and 

wanted to 

extend the 

borders of 

the U.S. 

President 

James K. 

Polk 
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Mexican American War: May 

13 1846 - February 2, 1848 

The immediate cause of the 

war was the U.S.’s annexation 

of the breakaway Mexican 

province of Texas in Dec 29, 

1845. 

Mexico had warned that this 

annexation would bring war. 

U.S. desire for additional 

Mexican territory, including 

California and the Southwest, 

also played an important role 

in causing the war. 

OPPOSITION TO THE MEXCIAN AMERICAN 

WAR CAME MAINLY FROM THE NORTHERN 

STATES WHO SAW IT AS A PLOT TO EXTEND 

SLAVERY. 

Ohio Senator, Tom Corwin, accused President 

Polk of involving the United States in a war of 

aggression.  

Senator John C. Calhoun of South Carolina 

abstained from voting, correctly foreseeing 

that the war would aggravate sectional strife. 

Massachusetts Senator, Daniel Webster, 

voiced doubts about the constitutionality of 

Polk's actions, believing Polk had failed to 

consult adequately with Congress. 

Henry David Thoreau refused to pay his $1 

Massachusetts poll tax because he believed 

the war an immoral advancement of slavery. 

Former President John Quincy Adams 

described the war as a southern expedition to 

find "bigger pens to cram with slaves."  

A freshman Whig Congressman from Illinois, 

Abraham Lincoln questioned whether the 

"spot" where blood had been shed was really 

U.S. soil.  
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FREMONT CELEBRATING THE “BEAR FLAG REVOLT” 

June 14, 1846 

John Fremont launched the Bear Flag Revolution, and 

established the California Republic.  

William. B. Ide served as President of the Republic of California 

until July 9.  

Mexican Governor Vallejo was also taken prisoner during the 

skirmish and was moved to Sutter’s Fort.  

The Bear flag was raised at Sonoma.  

California state 

flag 
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The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 

1. The United States received all of 

the land originally sought by John 

Slidell, including the present states 

of New Mexico, Arizona, California, 

and parts of Colorado, Utah and 

Nevada. This is known as the 

Mexican Cession.  

2. Mexico renounced all claims to 

Texas and received $15 million 

($400 million in 2007 dollars) from 

the U.S. in payment for the lost 

territory.  

3. The border between the two 

nations was fixed at the Rio 

Grande River.  

4. The United States pledged to 

protect the rights of Mexicans 

living in the newly acquired areas. 

They could choose to become 

citizens of either nation. Indians 

were not granted these rights. 

5. Both nations agreed to submit 

future disputes to arbitration. 

Impact of the War on the United 

States 

1. 525,000 square miles of new 

territory were added to the Union. 

2. The Americans suffered heavy 

losses; the nearly 13,000 dead 

included only about 1,700 in 

combat, while the rest fell to 

disease.  

3. The war was a proving ground for 

young military officers (Grant, 

Jackson, Lee, Meade, and 

Sherman, for example) who would 

soon put their skills to work 

against each other in the 

American Civil War.  

4. Political disputes over the 

extension of slavery would result 

in the Civil War 13 years later. 

5. The U.S. became a Pacific power, 

and the expansion plans of 

Britain, Russia and France on the 

North American continent were 

thwarted.  
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David Wilmot, a Congressman, from 

Pennsylvania began a new round of 

sectional political conflict when, in 

August of 1846, he introduced his 

famous Proviso barring slavery from 

any lands taken from Mexico.  

Southerners immediately took 

offense at the proposal, and 

defeated it in the Senate.  

A surprising number of northern 

Democrats voted with their section 

rather than their party on the 

measure.  

Their votes only confirmed many 

southerners' fears that the North 

harbored an unfair bias against 

slavery, and pushed them into 

increasingly aggressive demands for 

its protection.  

These actions helped pushed the 

nation into the sectional crisis that 

became the Civil War.  

Wilmot Proviso 1846 President Polk was upset with 

peace negotiator Nicolas Trist, as 

he had instructed him to secure 

more territory from Mexico.  

In Congress a group known as 

the “All Mexico Movement” 

wanted the U.S. to take all of 

Mexico.  

The country was split on the 

issue of ratification. The Senate 

narrowly approved the treaty 

along sectional lines, and the war 

was officially over. 

Nicolas Trist 



A secret document written in 1854 by 

American diplomats in Ostend, Belgium. 

Future president James Buchanan, then 

Minister to Britain, was a supporter of the 

Manifesto.  

Its purpose was to plan for the purchase or 

conquest of Cuba from Spain. 

The U.S. would offer Spain $130 million for 

Cuba and if they refused military force 

could be used. 

Word of the document leaked out.  Many 

northerners believed it was a southern 

attempt to obtain more slave states and it 

was abandoned. 

Interest in Cuba would surface again in the 

1898 Spanish American War.  

Florida 

Cuba 

Ostend Manifesto 

Buchanan  



Secretary of War Jefferson Davis and others were anxious to 

acquire territory from Mexico that would allow a 

transcontinental railroad built along a southern route. 

James Gadsden, former president of a railroad, was sent to 

Mexico to buy the necessary land. 

In December of 1853, Gadsden and Mexican President Antonio 

López de Santa Anna agreed on a price of $10 million ( $251 

million in 2006 dollars) for the territory. 

Gadsden Purchase 



The Mexican-American war was the first war where news about the 

fighting could be transmitted quickly through the use of the new 

telegraph. 

Samuel F.B. Morse came up with the idea of a communications system 

using the electro-magnet and a series of relays through a network of 

telegraph stations. In order to transmit messages in this system, he 

invented Morse Code, an alphabet of electronic dots and dashes. The 

system made communication across the country much faster than ever 

before.  

Telegraph 
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The divisive issue of new states admission into the Union 

reached a crisis point when events in newly acquired California 

caused a population boom. 
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