Communicates Effectively Rubric: Feedback and Commentary

	
	Introduction needs to be funneled and must begin with background statements that provide relevant and helpful context for the issue, thesis, and body of the essay.

	
	The issue (essay question) needs to be explained in your own words and put into the form of a statement that shows there is dispute or disagreement (multiple positions).

	
	The thesis needs to take a clear position on the issue and identify the main ideas, topics, and reasons that set up the structure and organization of the rest of the essay. 

	
	The order of ideas/topics in the thesis needs to be the same order they are explained in the body of the essay and should be divided into their own body paragraphs.

	
	Topic sentences begin each major body paragraph and must introduce the main idea or topic; but they must also reference or reinforce the position that you have taken on the issue.

	
	Transitions are needed to improve the fluency and clarity of the essay. Transitions should logically connect body paragraphs together through their topics and/or main ideas.

	
	Your position must be supported with relevant and accurate information from reliable sources. Irrelevant and inaccurate information can distract/confuse the reader or audience.

	
	Be sure to include all important examples as well as rich, specific details. Leaving out important evidence will weaken your essay and make it less persuasive to the reader/audience.

	
	Evidence from both primary and secondary sources needs to be included in your essay to more fully support your position and strengthen your analysis.

	
	Quotations from the source materials are effective ways to include information in order to support your position. Quotes should not be used too often, however.

	
	Use identifying tags to introduce or conclude quotes. Quotes should not stand alone in their own sentences.

	
	When incorporating supporting evidence (quotes, facts, etc.) into your writing, you must use parenthetical citations to clearly identify the source of that information.

	
	Be sure to use and cite information from the necessary or required number of sources. 

	
	When you present supporting evidence in the body paragraphs, it shouldn’t just be listed. You need to analyze the evidence and explain why it supports your position and argument.

	
	Remember to use strong and persuasive language to make your points. Don’t be wishy-washy!

	
	Tone needs to be appropriate for a formal letter or essay. 

	
	To better persuade the reader/audience, you should also recognize and refute the opposing viewpoint on the issue,

	
	Correct spelling, grammar and punctuation are necessary for a well-written essay. Sentence construction should be varied and word choice needs to be appropriate for your grade level.

	
	Do not use personal pronouns (I, we, us, ours, you, your) in formal essay writing


